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The Night Watch: Rembrandt's Masterpiece of Light and Shadows 
Short Answer Key 

1. The central figures are Captain Frans Banning Cocq and 

Lieutenant Willem van Ruytenburch. They are significant as 

leaders of the militia company and are depicted prominently in 

the foreground. 

2. Rembrandt uses chiaroscuro to create strong contrasts between 

light and dark areas, drawing attention to specific elements of 

the composition. This technique adds depth and drama to the 

painting. 

3. "The Night Watch" is connected to Amsterdam's civic militia 

tradition, where citizens formed militias responsible for defense. 

The painting was commissioned to commemorate the 

company's service. 

4. Recent restoration efforts aimed to preserve and enhance the 

painting's original qualities, including the removal of varnish and 

addressing previous damage. 

5. Interpretations of "The Night Watch" vary, but it is considered 

dynamic as it freezes a moment of action and anticipation, 

capturing the spirit of a militia company. 

 

 

 

 

 


