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The Night Watch: Rembrandt's Masterpiece of Light and Shadows 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary but should demonstrate an understanding of 

the thoughts and emotions of a militia member posing for the 

painting. 

2. Answers will vary, but questions might include inquiries about 

Rembrandt's artistic choices, his intention behind the 

composition, and his experience while creating "The Night 

Watch." 

3. Responses will vary. Encourage students to consider alternative 

titles that better capture the essence of the painting. 

4. "The Night Watch" endures as an iconic artwork due to its 

masterful execution, historical significance, and ability to evoke 

discussion and reflection on civic pride, collective responsibility, 

and Dutch art history. It continues to captivate and inspire 

audiences worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 


