
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Exploring the Diverse Continent of North America 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. North America's diverse landscapes have had a significant impact on its 
regions. For example, the Rocky Mountains have influenced the economies 
of western U.S. states by offering opportunities for outdoor recreation, 
including skiing and hiking. The desert landscapes of the southwestern 
United States have led to unique architecture and agricultural practices, 
such as adobe-style houses and irrigation systems. Coastal regions, such as 
those along the Gulf of Mexico, have a strong maritime heritage with fishing 
and trade playing vital roles in their economies. 

2. The arrival of European explorers and colonization had devastating 
consequences for Native American tribes. Many tribes faced forced 
displacement, loss of land, and diseases brought by Europeans, leading to 
significant population declines. Native American cultures and languages 
were often suppressed, resulting in the loss of traditional practices and 
knowledge. Today, Native American tribes continue to work towards 
preserving their cultural heritage and sovereignty. 

3. Louis Armstrong, a renowned jazz artist, made significant contributions to 
the genre. He was a virtuoso trumpeter and vocalist known for his 
improvisational skills. Armstrong's innovations in jazz, including his use of scat 
singing and distinctive trumpet solos, have left a lasting impact on the music 
world. His music is celebrated for its joy and expressiveness, and he remains 
a symbol of the Harlem Renaissance. 

4. New York City is a major North American city known for its cultural 
attractions, landmarks, and historical significance. The city is home to iconic 
sites like the Statue of Liberty, Times Square, and Central Park. It has a rich 
cultural scene with world-class museums like the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and the Museum of Modern Art. New York City played a crucial role in 
the American Revolution and is often referred to as the "Big Apple." It is a 
melting pot of diverse cultures and is known for its vibrant neighborhoods 
and Broadway theaters. 

 

 

 

 

 


