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Unlocking the Frontier: The Significance of the Northwest Ordinance 
Short Answer Key 

1. The key provisions of the Northwest Ordinance regarding the 

organization of territories and the admission of new states 

included the division of the Northwest Territory into smaller 

territories as their population grew and the guarantee of certain 

rights and freedoms for settlers. 

2. The commitment to public education in the Northwest 

Ordinance set aside a section of land in each township for the 

support of public education, which had a significant impact on 

the development of education in the region. 

3. The Northwest Ordinance prohibited slavery in the Northwest 

Territory, setting a precedent for the eventual prohibition of 

slavery in the United States. 

4. The principles outlined in the Northwest Ordinance, such as the 

protection of individual rights, the promotion of education, and 

the prohibition of slavery, influenced the values and laws of the 

new states in the Midwest, shaping their development. 

5. The Northwest Ordinance is considered significant because it 

provided a framework for governing and admitting new states, 

protected the rights of settlers, promoted education, and 

prohibited slavery, contributing to the development of the 

Midwest and the expansion of the United States. 

 

 


