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Florida's Famous Faces: Notable People from the Sunshine State 
Short Answer Key 

1. Sidney Poitier was a pioneering actor who became the first 

African American to win an Academy Award for Best Actor. His 

performances in films like "Lilies of the Field" and "Guess Who's 

Coming to Dinner" broke racial barriers in the entertainment 

industry. 

2. Ray Charles is known for rhythm and blues music. His unique 

blend of soul, jazz, and gospel elements in songs like "Georgia on 

My Mind" and "Hit the Road Jack" had a profound impact on the 

genre, influencing future generations of musicians. 

3. Serena Williams is famous for her exceptional tennis career, 

marked by numerous Grand Slam titles and an enduring legacy. 

She is considered one of the greatest athletes due to her skill, 

determination, and advocacy for gender equality in sports. 

4. Dr. Robert Cade's invention, Gatorade, revolutionized hydration 

for athletes by providing a scientifically formulated sports drink 

that replenishes electrolytes lost during physical activity. It has 

become a staple in sports and fitness. 

5. Zora Neale Hurston made an impact through her literary works, 

particularly "Their Eyes Were Watching God," which explored 

themes of race, identity, and self-discovery in the context of 

African American culture. 

 

 


