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Florida's Famous Faces: Notable People from the Sunshine State 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Sidney Poitier's acting career was instrumental in breaking racial 

barriers in the entertainment industry. Films like "Lilies of the Field" 

conveyed messages of racial equality and the importance of 

understanding and acceptance. His success paved the way for 

future African American actors and challenged stereotypes. 

2. Ray Charles' music in rhythm and blues combined elements of 

soul, jazz, and gospel, creating a distinctive sound that 

influenced generations of musicians. His songs continue to be 

celebrated for their emotional depth and impact on the genre. 

3. Serena Williams' remarkable achievements in tennis, including 

her Grand Slam titles and advocacy for gender equality, make 

her a role model for aspiring athletes, especially women. Her 

determination, resilience, and sportsmanship have inspired 

countless individuals. 

4. Dr. Robert Cade's invention, Gatorade, has transformed sports 

and hydration practices by providing athletes with a 

scientifically designed beverage to maintain electrolyte 

balance during physical activity. It is now a fundamental part of 

sports nutrition and hydration strategies. 

 

 

 

 


