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Could Nuclear-Powered Spaceships Take Us to Mars? 
Short Answer Key 

1. To keep astronauts safer and spend less time in space 

2. It splits atoms to release energy 

3. Less fuel makes the spaceship lighter and easier to launch 

4. To push the spaceship forward 

5. They must make sure the reactors don’t leak or cause problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


