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What Causes a Nuclear Meltdown—and How Do Scientists Prevent It? 
Short Answer 
1. What is nuclear fission? 

 

2. What part of the power plant does the splitting of atoms happen in? 

 

3. Why is radiation dangerous? 

 

4. How do control rods help in an emergency? 

 

5. Name one thing scientists do to prepare for a meltdown. 

 

 


