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What Causes a Nuclear Meltdown—and How Do Scientists Prevent It? 
Short Answer Key 

1. Splitting atoms to release energy 

2. Inside the reactor core 

3. It can harm people and the environment 

4. They slow or stop the chain reaction 

5. Train workers or use emergency shutdown systems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


