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What Role Do Uranium and Plutonium Play in Nuclear Reactors? 
Short Answer Key 

1. Fission is when an atom splits and releases heat. 

2. A turbine is a machine that spins to make electricity. 

3. Uranium is more commonly used than plutonium. 

4. They hold nuclear energy, which is very powerful. 

5. Because a small amount can make a lot of electricity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


