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The Whispering Oak 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The theme of storytelling is evident in how the whispering oak 

serves as a symbol of the power of stories to connect people and 

bridge divides. It emphasizes the importance of sharing our 

histories and experiences to create understanding and unity. 

2. (Answer may vary) If I had access to a whispering oak like Eliza, I 

might ask it to share a story of a community coming together to 

overcome a shared challenge. I would use it to inspire my 

community to work collaboratively and support each other in 

times of difficulty. 

3. The Delta in the story represents a place where history, resilience, 

and hope converge. It serves as the backdrop for the stories of 

the people who have lived there, highlighting their strength and 

the power of their narratives to shape the present and future. 

4. Eliza's use of the whispering oak benefited the community of the 

Delta by promoting unity and understanding. It encouraged 

open dialogue and allowed people to connect on a deeper 

level, fostering empathy and compassion. The Delta thrived as a 

place where voices were heard, and history and hope 

converged to create a more harmonious community. 

 

 

 

 

 


