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Unveiling the Playbook: Offensive Positions in American Football 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Both running backs and wide receivers play critical roles in the offense. They 

share the responsibility of catching passes, making plays, and protecting 

the football. However, running backs primarily carry the ball and gain yards 

on the ground, while wide receivers focus on catching passes downfield. 

Additionally, running backs often need to block for the quarterback, while 

wide receivers block less frequently. 

2. As a quarterback in a critical game situation, I would consider factors such 

as the score, remaining time, field position, the defensive coverage, and 

the strengths of my wide receivers. I would choose a play that best suits the 

situation, whether it's a short, high-percentage pass or a long throw to gain 

significant yardage. My decision-making process would involve assessing 

the risks and rewards of each option. 

3. Effective communication among offensive players is crucial, especially 

during fast-paced game situations. It allows players to relay play calls, 

audibles, and changes in assignments quickly. Clear communication 

ensures that everyone is on the same page and can execute plays 

smoothly. Non-verbal communication, such as hand signals and eye 

contact, also plays a vital role in maintaining a cohesive offensive unit. 

4. Offensive linemen can adapt to different defensive strategies by 

recognizing defensive formations and adjusting their blocking techniques 

accordingly. For example, they may use different blocking schemes against 

a 4-3 defense than they would against a 3-4 defense. Additionally, offensive 

linemen need to communicate with each other to pick up blitzes and stunts 

by the opposing defense, ensuring that the quarterback has ample time to 

make a pass or the running back can find running lanes. Adaptability and 

effective communication are key for offensive linemen to maintain a strong 

offense. 


