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Tragedy in Oklahoma City: The Story 
of the Oklahoma City Bombing 
On a sunny morning in Oklahoma City on April 
19, 1995, tragedy struck when a massive 
explosion ripped through the Alfred P. Murrah 
Federal Building. The devastating incident, 
known as the Oklahoma City Bombing, left a 
lasting impact on the nation. Here's everything 
we know about that fateful day. 

The Morning of the Tragedy 

At 9:02 a.m., a rental truck packed with explosives, parked just outside the federal 
building, detonated with tremendous force. The blast shattered the nine-story structure, 
causing a significant portion of it to collapse. Nearby buildings also sustained damage, 
and the shockwave shattered windows throughout downtown Oklahoma City. 

Rescue and Recovery Efforts 

First responders, firefighters, police officers, and volunteers rushed to the scene to help 
survivors trapped in the rubble. The rescue and recovery efforts were swift and 
determined, with teams working tirelessly to locate and aid those still alive. 

The Toll of the Attack 

The Oklahoma City Bombing claimed the lives of 168 people, including 19 children, who 
were in the second-floor daycare center at the federal building. More than 500 people 
were injured in the blast, and it caused extensive damage to surrounding structures. 

The Investigation and Arrest 

Within days of the bombing, law enforcement agencies launched a massive 
investigation. Evidence, including the axle of the rental truck used in the attack, led them 
to Timothy McVeigh, a former U.S. Army soldier with extremist views. McVeigh was 
arrested, and investigators uncovered his motive – a deep-seated hatred for the federal 
government. 

The Trial and Conviction 

Timothy McVeigh faced trial in Denver, Colorado, and was found guilty of the Oklahoma 
City Bombing. He was sentenced to death in 1997. His accomplice, Terry Nichols, was 
also convicted and sentenced to life in prison without parole. 

The Memorial and Healing 

In the wake of the tragedy, a memorial was established at the site of the Murrah Building, 
featuring a reflecting pool, 168 empty chairs representing the victims, and a survivor tree. 
The Oklahoma City National Memorial stands as a place of remembrance and healing 
for all those affected by the bombing. 

 


