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Tragedy in Oklahoma City: The Story of the Oklahoma City Bombing 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Oklahoma City Bombing had a profound impact on the 
nation, leading to heightened awareness of domestic terrorism 
and the need for increased security measures. It served as a stark 
reminder that acts of violence could occur on American soil, 
prompting discussions about national security and law 
enforcement efforts to prevent such incidents. 

2. The Oklahoma City National Memorial stands as a testament to 
the resilience of the community and the power of 
remembrance. It provides a space for reflection, honoring the 
victims and survivors while promoting unity and healing. The 
memorial's design, with its empty chairs and survivor tree, 
reinforces the message that the memory of those lost will never 
be forgotten. 

3. Timothy McVeigh's extremist views and deep-seated anger 
towards the federal government drove him to commit the 
Oklahoma City Bombing. His beliefs were rooted in anti-
government sentiments, and he saw the attack as a way to 
express his discontent and provoke change. McVeigh's 
radicalization serves as a chilling example of how extreme 
ideologies can lead to acts of domestic terrorism. 

4. The empty chairs in the Oklahoma City National Memorial serve 
as a poignant symbol of the lives lost in the bombing. They 
represent each victim and are a powerful reminder of the 
human cost of the tragedy. The arrangement of the chairs 
conveys a sense of emptiness and loss while also emphasizing 
the importance of remembering and honoring those who 
perished in the attack. 

 

 

 


