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Oligarchy: Rule by the Few 
Short Answer Key 

1. An oligarchy's efficiency in decision-making can be an 

advantage because it allows for quick responses to challenges 

and the implementation of policies without lengthy debates or 

bureaucratic processes. 

2. A lack of representation in an oligarchy can lead to discontent 

among the majority when the interests and needs of the general 

population are not adequately addressed, resulting in feelings of 

exclusion and frustration. 

3. An example of how an oligarch-controlled economy might 

benefit the economic elite is when policies are enacted to favor 

wealthy individuals or corporations, leading to increased profits 

and wealth accumulation for the privileged few. 

4. To address social unrest and potential instability, an oligarchy 

can engage in dialogue with citizens, implement reforms to 

address their concerns, and promote policies that reduce 

inequality and enhance political participation. 

5. Corruption in an oligarchy can occur when those in power 

prioritize personal gain over the welfare of the population, 

leading to unethical practices, embezzlement, or favoritism that 

may harm the majority. 

 

 

 


