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The Mighty Twelve: Exploring the Olympian Gods of Ancient Greece 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Two Olympian gods that can be compared and contrasted are Athena 

and Ares. Athena was the goddess of wisdom and strategic thinking, 

associated with intellect and civilization. In contrast, Ares was the god of 

war, representing violence and chaos. Athena's domain influenced her 

attributes of wisdom and rationality, while Ares embodied the aggressive 

and destructive aspects of conflict. 

2. As a mortal in ancient Greece, I would choose Apollo, the god of music, 

poetry, and prophecy. I would offer a prayer and a lyre, seeking Apollo's 

favor to inspire creativity and provide guidance in my artistic pursuits. I 

would explain my desire for his blessings in composing beautiful music and 

poetry, and I would express my hope for his divine insights into the future. 

3. The Twelve Olympian gods held immense significance in ancient Greek 

culture and society. They were central figures in Greek religion, art, and 

literature. Temples and festivals were dedicated to them, and their stories 

inspired artists, poets, and playwrights. The Olympian gods represented 

various aspects of human life and the natural world, making them integral 

to Greek life and spirituality. 

4. Many Olympian gods had dual natures, embodying both benevolent and 

challenging qualities. For example, Zeus was the king of the gods and a 

protector of justice, but he was also known for his affairs and jealousies. 

Similarly, Athena represented wisdom and civilization, yet she could be 

vengeful. These dualities reflected the complexity of human existence, 

where both positive and negative attributes coexist, shaping the rich 

tapestry of Greek mythology. 

 

 

 


