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The Quest for Understanding: Ordinary vs. Partial Differential Equations 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. How are ordinary differential equations useful in understanding motion? 

 

2. Can you provide an example of a real-life scenario where partial differential 
equations would be applied? 

 

3. Explain why ordinary differential equations are compared to driving a car. 

 

4. How might understanding partial differential equations help improve weather 
forecasting? 

 

 

 

 


