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Crusades: Holy Wars and Their Outcomes 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Crusades reinforced the authority and influence of the 
Catholic Church in Europe by promoting religious fervor and 
emphasizing the importance of reclaiming holy sites. The Church 
played a central role in organizing and supporting the Crusades, 
issuing calls for holy wars, and granting indulgences to 
participants. 

2. The legacy of the Crusades continues to influence historical 
narratives, cultural perceptions, and religious identities. They are 
remembered as significant historical events that shaped the 
relationship between the East and the West. The Crusades have 
also influenced art, literature, and the perception of the Middle 
East in Western culture. 

3. If I were a medieval merchant during the Crusades, I would face 
opportunities such as accessing new markets, acquiring 
valuable goods, and profiting from the demand for supplies by 
Crusaders. However, I would also face challenges like 
navigating treacherous trade routes, dealing with different 
currencies, and the risk of piracy and theft. 

4. The Second Crusade faced limited territorial gains due to several 
factors, including inadequate coordination among Crusader 
forces, supply shortages, and effective resistance from Muslim 
opponents. These challenges hindered the Crusaders' ability to 
achieve significant objectives in the Holy Land. The Crusader 
states in the Holy Land faced increased vulnerability as a result. 

 

 

 

 

 


