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The Magic Paintbrush 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Lily's kind and selfless character was evident in her use of the 

magic paintbrush to benefit her village. Her love for painting and 

her desire to bring joy to others influenced her choices and 

actions, making her a compassionate and generous character. 

2. The story highlights the contrast between responsible and 

irresponsible use of power. Lily used her gift to benefit her 

community, while the lord's selfishness led to the decline of his 

kingdom. It emphasizes the idea that power comes with the 

responsibility to use it for the greater good. 

3. The storm painted by Lily represents the power of nature and her 

determination to protect her gift and her village. It resolved the 

conflict by forcing the lord and his soldiers to seek mercy and 

return the magic paintbrush. 

4. The importance of using one's talents and gifts for the greater 

good can apply to real-life situations by encouraging individuals 

to consider the impact of their actions on others and make 

choices that contribute to happiness and harmony in their 

communities and the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


