
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Paper Trail 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Charlie's curiosity and love for adventure set him apart from his 

friends because he sought excitement and discovery in the real 

world rather than through video games. These traits led him to 

find the letters in the attic and ignited his passion for solving 

mysteries. His curiosity-driven nature allowed him to connect with 

his great-great-grandfather's legacy. 

2. Samuel's note to Charlie held great significance as it passed 

down the legacy of curiosity and adventure from one 

generation to another. It symbolized the idea that the spirit of 

exploration and the pursuit of mysteries could be inherited and 

cherished within a family. 

3. Charlie's treasure hunt mirrored classic mystery story elements 

with cryptic clues and an abandoned mansion. The mansion 

added an eerie atmosphere and contributed to the story's sense 

of adventure. It was a place where the unknown awaited, 

creating a perfect setting for a young detective's pursuit. 

4. Charlie's newfound reputation as a young detective made him 

a local legend. People admired his sense of adventure and 

curiosity. However, he considered the true treasure of his 

adventures to be the legacy of exploration and curiosity that he 

had inherited and shared with his great-great-grandfather, 

Samuel. 

 


