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Parliamentary Government: A System of Democracy 
Parliamentary government is a fascinating and 
effective system of democracy that empowers 
citizens to have a say in their country's decisions. 
In this reading passage, we'll dive into what 
parliamentary government is, its advantages, 
and its disadvantages, all in terms that are easy 
to understand. 

Imagine you and your friends are planning a 
group project, and you all get to vote on the 

project's topic and leader. In a parliamentary system, it's somewhat similar 
because citizens get to vote for their representatives who make important 
decisions for the country. Let's explore this democratic system in more detail! 

What Is Parliamentary Government? 

Parliamentary government, often referred to as a parliamentary democracy, is a 
system of government where the executive branch derives its legitimacy from, 
and is accountable to, the legislative branch. In simpler terms, it means that the 
government is elected by the people's representatives, who are chosen through 
elections. 

Advantages of Parliamentary Government 

• Accountability: One of the most significant advantages of parliamentary 
government is accountability. The executive (usually the Prime Minister) is 
held accountable to the legislature (parliament) for their actions and 
decisions. If the government fails to meet the needs and expectations of 
the people, it can be removed through a vote of no confidence. 

• Representative Democracy: Parliamentary systems are representative 
democracies, meaning citizens elect representatives to make decisions on 
their behalf. This allows for a diverse range of voices and opinions to be 
heard and considered in the decision-making process. 

• Efficiency: Parliamentary governments tend to be more efficient in 
decision-making compared to presidential systems, as the executive and 
legislative branches are closely connected. This can lead to quicker 
responses to pressing issues. 

• Coalition Governments: In parliamentary systems, it's common for no single 
party to hold an absolute majority in parliament. This often results in coalition 
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governments, where different parties must work together to pass legislation. 
This can promote compromise and consensus-building. 

• Checks and Balances: While the executive branch is accountable to the 
legislature, the legislature also has oversight powers over the executive. This 
system of checks and balances helps prevent abuses of power. 

Disadvantages of Parliamentary Government 

• Instability: Parliamentary systems can sometimes be prone to instability, 
especially in countries with frequent changes of government due to votes 
of no confidence or coalition disagreements. 

• Limited Executive Power: The executive's power in a parliamentary system 
is often limited compared to presidential systems. This can sometimes lead 
to inefficiency if the executive lacks the authority to make crucial decisions. 

• Lack of Direct Presidential Elections: In parliamentary systems, citizens do 
not directly elect the head of government (Prime Minister). Instead, they 
vote for representatives, and the Prime Minister is typically the leader of the 
majority party in parliament. Some people prefer the direct election of a 
president. 

• Potential for Gridlock: While parliamentary systems can be more efficient, 
they can also lead to gridlock if the executive and legislative branches are 
controlled by different parties with opposing agendas. 

• Less Transparency: Critics argue that parliamentary governments may 
have less transparency and accountability compared to presidential 
systems, where the president is directly elected and more visible to the 
public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


