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The Parthenon 
Open-Ended Questions Answer Key 

 
1. The ancient Greeks deeply valued wisdom and strategy, 

qualities associated with Athena. Building a grand temple like 
the Parthenon symbolized their respect and gratitude for her 
protection and guidance, especially as she was the city's 
patron goddess. 

 
 
 

2. The carvings depict myths, gods, and historical events, showing 
us what the Greeks believed in and celebrated. They highlight 
the importance of religion, storytelling, and art in Greek culture. 

 
 

3. The Parthenon shows that the Greeks were incredibly skilled 
architects and engineers. Their ability to design optical illusions, 
use precise measurements, and work with marble demonstrates 
advanced knowledge and craftsmanship for their time. 

 
 

4. The Parthenon inspires people because it represents human 
creativity, perseverance, and the pursuit of beauty. It also 
serves as a reminder of the rich history and achievements of 
ancient civilizations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


