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Pelé: The Soccer Legend's Enduring Legacy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Pelé's role as a global sports icon was characterized by his 
charisma, sportsmanship, and ability to inspire others. His humble 
demeanor both on and off the soccer field made him relatable 
to fans worldwide. He used his influence to promote fair play, 
teamwork, and the joy of soccer. Beyond sports, Pelé 
advocated for causes like peace, education, and social justice, 
inspiring others to use their platform for positive change. 

2. Pelé's records and accomplishments in soccer are unparalleled. 
His goal-scoring record of 1,281 goals in official matches is a 
testament to his exceptional skills. Winning three FIFA World Cups 
(1958, 1962, and 1970) places him among the greatest soccer 
players of all time. These achievements solidify his legacy as a 
legendary soccer player and a source of inspiration for future 
generations of athletes. 

3. Pelé's advocacy for peace, education, and social justice 
showcased his commitment to making a positive impact on the 
world. He used his platform to raise awareness about important 
global issues and worked tirelessly to improve the lives of 
underprivileged individuals and communities. Athletes and 
public figures can follow his example by using their influence to 
address societal challenges and create positive change. 

4. Pelé's efforts to popularize soccer in countries where it was not 
widely followed contributed to the globalization of the sport. He 
attracted new fans and fostered international connections 
through the love of soccer. The sport became a common 
language that transcended borders and cultures, promoting 
cultural exchange and unity among diverse communities 
around the world. 

 

 


