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Choosing the Perfect Skateboard for You 
Skateboarding is an exciting and thrilling sport that allows 
you to cruise through the streets or perform mind-blowing 
tricks at the skate park. But before you hop on a 
skateboard and start shredding, it's crucial to choose the 
right skateboard that matches your skill level and style. In 
this article, we'll break down the key factors to consider 
when selecting your ideal skateboard. 

Skill Level Matters 

The first thing you need to think about is your skill level. Are you a beginner, 
intermediate, or an advanced skateboarder? This is essential because different 
skateboards are designed for different skill levels. 

• Deck Size and Width: The width of the skateboard deck plays a vital role in 
how stable and comfortable your ride will be. For beginners, a wider deck 
(around 7.5 to 8.25 inches) is a good choice as it provides more stability and 
balance. Intermediate skaters usually go for decks between 7.25 to 8 
inches, while advanced skaters often prefer narrower decks for better 
control. 

• Deck Material: Skateboard decks are commonly made of two materials - 
maple wood and bamboo. Maple wood decks are sturdy and durable, 
making them suitable for all skill levels. Bamboo decks, on the other hand, 
are lighter and more flexible, which can be great for tricks but may not be 
as durable for beginners. 

• Truck Size: Trucks are the metal components underneath the skateboard 
that hold the wheels. For beginners, wider trucks are recommended as they 
provide more stability. Advanced skaters might opt for narrower trucks to 
enhance maneuverability. 

• Wheel Hardness and Size: The hardness of skateboard wheels is measured 
on a scale called durometer. Softer wheels (78A-87A) provide more grip 
and are better for cruising, while harder wheels (88A-101A) are suitable for 
tricks and slides. The size of the wheels also affects your ride; larger wheels 
are better for cruising, while smaller wheels are more agile for tricks. 

Finding Your Style 

Now that you've considered your skill level, it's time to think about your 
skateboarding style. Do you prefer cruising around town, performing tricks at the 
park, or something in between? 

• Street Skateboarding: If you're into street skateboarding, you'll want a 
skateboard with a narrow deck, smaller and harder wheels, and medium-
sized trucks. This setup allows for precise control and ease of performing 
tricks like ollies, kickflips, and grinds. 
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• Cruising and Commuting: For those who want a smooth ride for cruising or 
commuting, a wider deck, larger and softer wheels, and wider trucks are a 
better choice. This setup provides stability and comfort, making it perfect 
for rolling through the neighborhood. 

• Skatepark and Ramp Riding: Skatepark enthusiasts should look for a 
skateboard with a deck size that suits their skill level and a set of wheels and 
trucks that offer a balance between agility and stability. This will allow you 
to conquer ramps, bowls, and halfpipes with ease. 

Budget Considerations 

Skateboards come in a wide range of prices, so it's essential to set a budget and 
stick to it. While you don't need to break the bank to get a good skateboard, 
investing in a quality board can make a big difference in your skateboarding 
experience. 

• Complete Skateboards: Complete skateboards are ready to ride right out 
of the box, and they are an excellent choice for beginners. They typically 
include the deck, trucks, wheels, bearings, and grip tape. You can find 
complete skateboards at various price points, so choose one that fits your 
budget. 

• Customizing Your Deck: Advanced skateboarders may prefer to customize 
their skateboard by selecting individual components. This allows you to 
choose the best deck, trucks, wheels, and bearings based on your 
preferences and budget. 

Safety First 

Don't forget about safety! Regardless of your skill level or style, always wear 
protective gear, including a helmet, knee pads, elbow pads, and wrist guards. 
Safety gear is essential to prevent injuries and keep you rolling for years to come. 

Now that you have a better understanding of 
how to choose the right skateboard for your skill 
level and style, you can hit the streets or skate 
park with confidence. Remember to have fun, 
practice regularly, and stay safe while enjoying 
the exciting world of skateboarding! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


