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Peter Paul Rubens: The Master of Baroque Drama 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Peter Paul Rubens' early exposure to different languages, including Latin, 
Greek, French, Italian, and Spanish, played a pivotal role in his artistic 
career. His linguistic abilities allowed him to communicate with European 
courts, enhancing his role as a diplomat and opening doors for artistic 
commissions. His knowledge of languages also enriched his art, enabling 
him to include inscriptions and references in various languages in his 
paintings, which added depth and layers of meaning to his works. 

2. Rubens' time in Italy left an indelible mark on his artistic style. Influenced by 
the Italian Renaissance, he adopted dynamic compositions, a focus on the 
human form, and a rich color palette. These elements can be seen in works 
like "The Elevation of the Cross," where the dynamic composition and 
dramatic use of light and shadow reflect his Italian influences. His Italian 
experience also exposed him to the works of Titian and Caravaggio, further 
enriching his artistic sensibilities. 

3. Peter Paul Rubens achieved the sense of "Baroque drama and sensuality" 
in his art through various techniques. In "The Rape of the Daughters of 
Leucippus," he used dynamic poses of the figures, vibrant and contrasting 
colors, and dramatic lighting to create an intense and emotionally 
charged scene. The exaggerated poses and the interplay of light and 
shadow contribute to the heightened emotional impact of the painting. 
Rubens' skillful portrayal of the human form and his ability to convey 
complex emotions are key elements in achieving this dramatic effect. 

4. Peter Paul Rubens' legacy endures in contemporary art, where his influence 
can be seen in the works of artists who draw inspiration from his style and 
themes. For example, contemporary artists like Jenny Saville and John 
Currin have been influenced by Rubens' portrayal of the human body and 
his exploration of sensuality. Additionally, Rubens' dramatic compositions 
and use of vibrant colors continue to inspire artists seeking to create 
emotionally charged and visually captivating works of art. 

 

 

 

 


