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The Mighty Pharaohs of Egypt: Guardians of the Nile 
Short Answer Key 

1. The term "per-aa" in ancient Egyptian meant "great house" and 

referred to the royal palace. Over time, it came to represent the 

king of Egypt, who was considered divine. This term evolved into 

the term "pharaoh" as a reference to the divine rulers of Egypt. 

2. Pharaohs played a significant role in the economy of ancient 

Egypt. They were responsible for collecting taxes, managing 

resources, and overseeing trade. Their wise rule was believed to 

contribute to the prosperity of the kingdom. 

3. Succession was crucial in the pharaoh's rule to ensure the 

continuity of leadership. Typically, succession followed a 

hereditary line, with the eldest son or a chosen heir of the 

pharaoh becoming the next ruler. This ensured a clear and 

stable transfer of power. 

4. Pharaohs contributed to the cultural development of ancient 

Egypt by supporting art, literature, and culture. They 

commissioned grand statues, impressive reliefs, and inscriptions 

that celebrated their reigns and conveyed their achievements, 

leaving a lasting cultural legacy. 

5. The purpose of constructing grand tombs for pharaohs, such as 

the pyramids, was to ensure their journey to the afterlife. These 

tombs were filled with valuable treasures, food, and items 

believed to be needed in the afterlife. They also served as 

monuments to the pharaoh's rule and power. 


