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Phidias: Master Sculptor of Ancient 
Greece 
In the heart of ancient Greece, during the 5th 
century BCE, there lived a sculptor whose talent and 
craftsmanship would become legendary. His name 
was Phidias, and his creations would go on to shape 
the course of Greek art and culture for centuries to 
come. In this reading passage, we will delve into the 
life and works of Phidias, exploring his significant 
contributions to the world of sculpture. 

Early Life and Artistic Beginnings 

Phidias was born in Athens around 480 BCE, during a period known as the Golden Age 
of Greece. From a young age, he displayed a remarkable aptitude for art and sculpture. 
He received his early training as a sculptor and artist in the city of Athens, which was 
flourishing with intellectual and artistic innovation. 

The Parthenon Marbles: A Monumental Legacy 

One of Phidias's most celebrated works is the creation of the Parthenon Marbles, also 
known as the Elgin Marbles. These intricately carved marble sculptures adorned the 
Parthenon temple on the Athenian Acropolis. Phidias was responsible for the overall 
design and supervised a team of skilled craftsmen who meticulously carved the 
decorative friezes, metopes, and statues. The Parthenon Marbles are considered 
masterpieces of Classical Greek art and are renowned for their grace, balance, and 
attention to detail. 

The Statue of Zeus at Olympia: A Divine Marvel 

Among Phidias's most famous sculptures is the colossal Statue of Zeus at Olympia. 
Commissioned for the Temple of Zeus in Olympia, this gold and ivory statue depicted the 
king of the Greek gods, Zeus, seated on a throne. Standing over 40 feet tall, it was one of 
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. The statue's intricate details, lifelike rendering, 
and use of precious materials showcased Phidias's exceptional talent and innovation. 

The Athena Parthenos: Goddess of Wisdom 

Phidias was also responsible for the creation of the colossal statue of Athena Parthenos, 
housed in the Parthenon temple. Made of gold and ivory, this statue portrayed the city's 
patron goddess, Athena. It stood approximately 38 feet tall and was another testament 
to Phidias's ability to combine artistic skill and divine reverence. 

Legacy and Influence 

Phidias's sculptures not only adorned temples but also played a significant role in ancient 
Greek religious and cultural life. His works embodied the ideals of classical beauty, 
balance, and harmony. Phidias's influence extended beyond his lifetime, shaping the 
course of Greek sculpture and inspiring generations of artists who followed in his footsteps. 

 


