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Pablo Picasso: The Creative Genius 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Picasso's early life was heavily influenced by his father, who was an art 

teacher and recognized his son's talent from a young age. His family 

encouraged his artistic pursuits, providing him with formal training and 

exposure to various art forms. This early support and exposure played a 

significant role in nurturing Picasso's interest in art and his rapid artistic 

development. 

2. Picasso's "Blue Period" (1901-1904) was characterized by melancholic and 

somber themes, often depicting poverty and human suffering. The 

predominant use of blue and blue-green colors conveyed a sense of 

sadness. In contrast, the "Rose Period" (1904-1906) featured warmer tones, 

including pinks and oranges, and its subjects often revolved around circus 

performers and acrobats. These periods reflected Picasso's evolving artistic 

sensibilities and his exploration of different emotional and thematic 

content. 

3. Cubism was a groundbreaking art movement that aimed to represent 

objects and figures in multiple perspectives and angles simultaneously. It 

deconstructed subjects into geometric shapes and facets, challenging 

traditional artistic conventions. Picasso's "Les Demoiselles d'Avignon" is a 

notable example of his Cubist work, as it presents the female form in a 

fragmented and abstract manner, breaking away from traditional 

representation. 

4. "Guernica" is a powerful painting by Picasso that depicts the bombing of 

the town of Guernica during the Spanish Civil War. It conveys a strong anti-

war message and serves as a visual representation of the horrors of war. The 

painting has had a lasting impact on art and society, highlighting the 

brutality of conflict and the human suffering it causes. 

 


