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Plains and Plateaus: Exploring the Differences 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Preserving plains and plateaus is crucial for maintaining 

biodiversity and ecosystem health. Plains often support diverse 

plant and animal life, while plateaus can influence regional 

climate patterns and serve as important habitats. 

2. Plateaus can impact regional climate by influencing 

temperature, precipitation, and wind patterns. Their elevation 

can create rain shadows and affect temperature inversions, 

which, in turn, influence weather conditions in surrounding areas. 

3. Plains are suitable for a wide range of crops due to their fertile 

soil, while plateaus may have varying climates and soil types that 

affect crop choices and farming techniques. 

4. Plains and plateaus hold cultural significance in various regions. 

For example, the Great Plains of North America are associated 

with Native American cultures, while the Tibetan Plateau has 

cultural significance in Tibetan Buddhism. These landforms often 

influence cultural practices, traditions, and beliefs. 

 

 


