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Plumbers: Masters of Pipes and Fixtures 
When it comes to keeping our homes and businesses 

running smoothly, plumbers are the unsung heroes. 

They work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure that our 

water flows, our toilets flush, and our pipes remain leak-

free. In this reading passage, we will explore the tools 

plumbers use to fix things and how they contribute to 

the well-being of their communities. 

What Tools Do Plumbers Use to Fix Things? 

Plumbers rely on a variety of specialized tools to diagnose and repair plumbing 

issues. Here are some essential tools they use: 

• Pipe Wrench: A pipe wrench is a heavy-duty tool used for gripping and 

turning pipes, fittings, and nuts. Plumbers use it to tighten or loosen 

connections and remove pipes for replacement. 

• Plunger: The plunger is a familiar tool used to clear clogs in sinks, toilets, and 

drains. By creating suction, it dislodges blockages and allows water to flow 

freely. 

• Pipe Cutter: Pipe cutters are used to make clean, precise cuts in pipes. They 

are essential for installing new pipes or replacing damaged sections. 

• Auger or Snake: Plumbers use augers or snakes to reach deep into pipes 

and clear obstructions that are causing blockages. These tools are 

effective for tackling tough clogs. 

• Plumbing Tape: Plumbing tape, also known as Teflon tape, is used to seal 

threaded pipe connections, preventing leaks. It provides an airtight and 

watertight seal. 

• Plumbing Solder and Torch: For soldering copper pipes, plumbers use a 

torch to heat the joint and solder to create a secure, leak-free connection. 
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• Pipe Inspection Camera: A pipe inspection camera is a high-tech tool that 

allows plumbers to see inside pipes and identify issues such as cracks, 

corrosion, or blockages. 

• Adjustable Wrench: Plumbers use adjustable wrenches to tighten or loosen 

nuts and bolts in plumbing fixtures. They are versatile tools that come in 

various sizes. 

• Plumbing Pliers: These specialized pliers have serrated jaws designed to grip 

pipes and fittings securely. They are useful for working in tight spaces. 

• Caulking Gun: Plumbers use caulking guns to apply sealants and adhesives 

to joints and fixtures, ensuring a watertight seal. 

How Do Plumbers Help Their Community? 

Plumbers are essential community members, contributing to the health and 

comfort of their neighbors in various ways: 

• Clean Water Supply: Plumbers ensure that clean, safe water reaches homes 

and businesses. They maintain and repair water supply systems, preventing 

contamination and health hazards. 

• Sanitation: Plumbers are responsible for the proper disposal of wastewater 

and sewage. They install and maintain sewage systems and septic tanks, 

protecting public health. 

• Emergency Response: During plumbing emergencies like burst pipes or 

leaks, plumbers provide rapid assistance, minimizing property damage and 

water wastage. 

• Conservation: Plumbers promote water conservation by installing water-

efficient fixtures and advising homeowners and businesses on sustainable 

water practices. 

• Community Health: By preventing waterborne diseases through proper 

plumbing, plumbers play a vital role in safeguarding community health. 

 


