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The President's Power: Veto, Override, and 
the Pocket Veto 
In the United States, the process of turning a bill into law 
involves multiple steps and checks and balances to 
ensure that legislation serves the best interests of the 
American people. One of the crucial steps in this process 
is the President's power to veto a bill passed by Congress. 
In this passage, we will explore the President's veto power, 

how Congress can override a veto, the concept of a pocket veto, and the time 
constraints the President faces when considering a bill. 

1. The President's Veto Power 

The President of the United States has the authority to veto, or reject, a bill passed by 
Congress. When the President receives a bill, they have the option to sign it into law or 
veto it. If the President chooses to veto a bill, it does not become law. 

2. How Congress Can Override a Presidential Veto 

While the President has the power to veto a bill, Congress also has a mechanism to 
challenge a vetoed bill and potentially make it law. To override a presidential veto, both 
the House of Representatives and the Senate must pass the bill again with a two-thirds 
majority vote in each chamber. This high threshold demonstrates the principle of checks 
and balances, ensuring that a veto is not easily overturned. 

3. The Pocket Veto and How It Works 

The pocket veto is a unique aspect of the President's power, involving the timing of a bill's 
submission. If the President receives a bill but does not sign it into law and also does not 
veto it within ten days (excluding Sundays), the bill becomes law without the President's 
signature. However, if Congress adjourns before the ten-day period elapses, and the 
President does not act on the bill, it is effectively "pocket vetoed" and does not become 
law. 

4. Time Constraints for the President 

When a bill is passed by Congress and presented to the President, they have specific 
time constraints for their decision. The President has ten days (excluding Sundays) to 
consider the bill. The clock starts ticking when the President receives the bill from 
Congress. During this time, the President can choose to sign the bill, veto it, or take no 
action, leading to a potential pocket veto. 

The President's Veto Power: A Balancing Act 

The President's veto power is a crucial element of the legislative process, providing a 
check on Congress's ability to pass legislation. It ensures that the President can voice 
objections and concerns about a bill before it becomes law. Congress, in turn, has the 
power to override a veto with a strong majority vote, underscoring the importance of 
cooperation and compromise in the American system of government. 

 


