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The Influence of Political Parties on Public Opinion and Policy 
Decisions 
Short Answer Key 

1. Political parties frame the political discourse by emphasizing 

specific issues and their party's stance on those issues. This 

matters because it influences public perceptions and the 

priorities of policymakers. 

2. Political parties shape legislative agendas by proposing bills and 

advocating for specific policy changes. They work to build 

consensus among their members and may form alliances with 

other parties to advance their policy goals. 

3. An example of how political parties respond to public pressure 

and changing societal needs could be their adoption of more 

environmentally friendly policies in response to growing 

concerns about climate change. 

4. In systems with multiple parties, political parties build coalitions 

by negotiating with other parties to form majority alliances in 

legislatures. Consensus is reached by compromising on policy 

positions to achieve common goals. 

5. Political parties are important channels for citizens to express 

their political preferences because they represent various 

ideologies and policy positions. Citizens can align with the party 

that best represents their views and values. 

 

 

 


