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The Soccer Playground: Exploring Soccer's Pitch and Positions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary based on personal preferences and strategies. 

Students may choose a formation (e.g., 4-3-3) that suits their 

team's strengths, such as a strong midfield presence or a focus 

on attacking play. They should provide reasoning for their 

choice. 

2. Teamwork and coordination among players are crucial in 

soccer, especially in midfield and defense. Players must 

communicate, anticipate each other's moves, and provide 

support both in offensive and defensive phases to achieve 

success. 

3. Answers will vary, but students may describe a memorable 

match where a muddy pitch affected ball movement or player 

positions influenced the game's dynamics. They should highlight 

key moments that made the match memorable. 

4. The penalty spot is located 12 yards from the goal line within the 

penalty area. It comes into play during a penalty kick, which is 

awarded when a foul occurs inside the penalty area. For 

example, if a defender commits a foul in the penalty area, the 

opposing team is awarded a penalty kick from the spot, giving 

them an excellent scoring opportunity. 

 

 

 


