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The Thrilling World of American Football: Positions and Players 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Teamwork in American football is crucial because it requires 
players in different positions to work together seamlessly. For 
example, the offensive line must protect the quarterback to give 
them time to throw the ball to a wide receiver. The wide receiver 
then has to catch the pass and potentially elude a cornerback 
to gain yards or score a touchdown. This coordinated effort 
helps the team move the ball down the field. 

2. A safety's quick reaction is vital when an opponent attempts a 
long pass. If the safety can anticipate the throw and get in the 
right position, they may intercept the pass or at least prevent a 
big gain for the opposing team. This interception can change 
the momentum of the game. 

3. Football coaches make substitutions based on a player's 
performance, fatigue, or injury. They assess which players are 
best suited for specific situations. Substitutions can also be 
strategic, aiming to match up a player's strengths with an 
opponent's weaknesses. Coaches typically make substitutions 
during stoppages in play, such as timeouts or between quarters. 

4. As a wide receiver, I would need to be fast, agile, and have 
excellent hand-eye coordination to catch passes. I should also 
be able to read the defense and adjust my route to find open 
spaces. Mentally, I must stay focused and confident, even when 
facing tight coverage or attempting to catch a challenging 
pass. Developing strong communication with the quarterback 
and understanding the playbook would also be essential. 

 

 

 

 


