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Power of Community 
In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, the 
story shows how important community 
and connection are to living a happy and 
meaningful life. At the beginning of the 
story, Ebenezer Scrooge is a lonely man 
who avoids others. He has no close friends 
or family in his life because he chooses to 
value money over relationships. He even 
refuses his nephew Fred’s invitation to 
Christmas dinner and scoffs at the idea of 
spending time with others. 

Everything begins to change for Scrooge when he is visited by three ghosts on 
Christmas Eve. The Ghost of Christmas Past reminds Scrooge of the joy he once 
felt when he was surrounded by people who cared about him, like his sister, 
Fan, and his generous employer, Mr. Fezziwig. These memories show Scrooge 
that he once understood the importance of community. 

The Ghost of Christmas Present helps Scrooge see how others experience joy 
through connection, even in difficult times. Scrooge visits the Cratchit family, 
who are poor but rich in love and togetherness. Their holiday meal may be 
small, but the warmth they share as a family makes it special. Scrooge also 
sees his nephew Fred celebrating Christmas with friends, laughing and 
spreading cheer. These scenes make Scrooge realize how much he is missing 
by isolating himself. 

The Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come shows Scrooge a grim future. Scrooge 
sees himself dead and forgotten, with no one to mourn him because he failed 
to form meaningful relationships. He also sees the Cratchit family mourning the 
loss of Tiny Tim, a child who could have been saved with more help and 
support. These visions show Scrooge the consequences of his actions and the 
power of community to bring comfort and hope. 

By the end of the story, Scrooge transforms into a man who values connection 
and gives back to his community. He becomes like a second father to Tiny Tim, 
raises Bob Cratchit’s salary, and celebrates Christmas with Fred. Dickens 
teaches readers that a life filled with kindness, generosity, and community is 
far richer than a life focused on wealth. 


