
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Praying Mantises and Their Relationships with Other Species 
Praying mantises are fascinating creatures that 
play important roles in their ecosystems. But do 
they form relationships with other species? Unlike 
some animals, mantises are solitary hunters and 
rarely interact with others. However, they do 
have some indirect connections with other 
species, including forms of symbiosis like 
mutualism, parasitism, and commensalism. 

Mutualism: A Rare Interaction 
Mutualism occurs when two species benefit from 

each other. Praying mantises don’t often engage in mutualism, but one example 
can be found in gardens. Gardeners sometimes consider mantises their partners 
because mantises hunt pests that harm plants. While the mantis benefits from a 
steady food supply, the gardener enjoys healthier plants without needing 
pesticides. This isn’t a direct relationship between mantises and plants, but it shows 
how mantises can indirectly support their environment. 

Parasitism: Hidden Dangers 
Parasitism happens when one species benefits at the expense of another. Praying 
mantises are sometimes affected by parasitic species, like certain types of flies or 
wasps. These parasites lay their eggs on or inside a mantis’s body. When the larvae 
hatch, they feed on the mantis, often leading to its death. While this relationship 
harms the mantis, it provides a food source for the parasite’s offspring. 

Commensalism: Sharing Spaces 
Commensalism is when one species benefits while the other is neither helped nor 
harmed. Some small insects, like tiny spiders, may live near praying mantises to 
pick up scraps of food left behind after the mantis eats. The mantis doesn’t mind, 
and the spiders get an easy meal. This type of relationship doesn’t impact the 
mantis but helps the smaller insect survive. 

A Mostly Solitary Life 
Praying mantises are generally solitary and don’t depend on close relationships 
with other animals. Their primary role is as predators, helping control insect 
populations. While they don’t form strong bonds with other species, their 
interactions with the environment show how every creature has a place in the 
ecosystem. 


