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George Washington: Shaping the Presidency and Its Traditions 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Explain the significance of George Washington's inauguration ceremony and 
the location where it took place. 

 

2. Discuss the enduring impact of George Washington's addition of "so help me 
God" to the presidential oath of office. 

 

3. How did George Washington's policy of neutrality in foreign affairs shape the 
way future Presidents approached international conflicts? 

 

4. Analyze the key principles of presidential decorum established by George 
Washington and their importance in the presidency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


