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Presidents & Politics 
The executive branch of the U.S. government, led by 
the president, has a lot of power. But not everyone 
agrees on how much power the president should 
have. Different political parties have different 
opinions about the role of the president and the 
executive branch. Some people believe the 
president should have strong powers to make 
decisions quickly, while others think the president’s 
power should be limited to prevent unfair rule. 
Different Views on the Executive Branch 
In the United States, there are two major political 
parties: Democratic Party and Republican Party. 

Both parties believe in protecting democracy, but they sometimes disagree about the 
role of the president. 
Some Democrats believe the president should have the power to create policies that 
help people, like programs for healthcare, education, and the environment. They may 
support executive orders that solve problems when Congress cannot agree on laws. 
Some Republicans believe the president should have limited power and that Congress 
should make most of the decisions. They often argue that too much presidential power 
could lead to overreach (when a leader does too much without approval from other 
branches). 
Even within each party, people have different opinions on how much power the 
president should have. 
Examples of Presidential Power in Action 
Throughout history, presidents have used their executive power in different ways: 

• President Franklin D. Roosevelt (Democrat) created programs to help Americans 
during the Great Depression through the New Deal. 

• President Ronald Reagan (Republican) reduced government involvement in 
business and lowered taxes. 

• President Barack Obama (Democrat) used executive orders to create 
environmental protections and improve healthcare. 

• President Donald Trump (Republican) focused on reducing government rules and 
increasing national security policies. 

Each decision was debated by people from different political parties. Some believed 
these actions were necessary, while others believed they gave the president too much 
power. 
Why Is This Important? 
The debate over presidential power is ongoing. Some people worry that if a president 
has too much power, they could act like a king. Others believe a strong president is 
needed to make decisions quickly when Congress is slow to act. Understanding these 
views helps us see why people vote differently and why presidential elections are so 
important. 


