
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Prodigy's Dilemma 
Emily was a remarkable child. From a young age, her 
talents were evident to everyone around her. She 
played the piano like a virtuoso, solved complex math 
problems effortlessly, and had an uncanny ability to 
grasp even the most challenging concepts. Her parents 
and teachers marveled at her gifts, and the 
expectations for her future soared to great heights. 

As Emily grew older, the pressure to succeed and meet 
others' expectations became overwhelming. Her parents enrolled her in prestigious 
schools, hired tutors, and signed her up for countless extracurricular activities. Every 
waking moment was filled with lessons, practice, and competitions. 

Emily's days were a blur of academic pursuits and artistic endeavors. She practiced the 
piano for hours on end, studied advanced calculus late into the night, and participated 
in international math competitions. Her parents, proud of her achievements, pushed her 
to do more, to achieve greater heights, to be the best. 

But as the years passed, Emily began to feel the weight of those expectations crushing 
her spirit. She had no time for friends, no time for hobbies, and no time for the simple joys 
of childhood. The pressure to excel left her feeling isolated and anxious. 

One day, Emily couldn't take it anymore. She sat at her piano, staring at the keys that 
had once brought her so much joy. But now, they felt like chains, binding her to a life she 
didn't choose. Tears welled up in her eyes as she realized that she had lost herself in the 
pursuit of perfection. 

That evening, she mustered the courage to talk to her parents. She told them how she 
felt suffocated by the constant pressure to succeed, how she longed for a break from 
the relentless expectations. Her parents, who had always believed they were doing what 
was best for her, were taken aback. 

They listened, and for the first time, they saw the toll their ambitions had taken on their 
daughter. They realized that they had lost sight of what truly mattered: Emily's happiness. 
With heavy hearts, they agreed to give her the space and freedom she needed. 

Emily took a step back from her rigorous schedule. She spent time with friends, explored 
her interests, and rediscovered the joy of simply being a child. Slowly, her anxiety began 
to lift, and she felt like herself again. 

But the damage had been done. Years of relentless pressure had left their mark on Emily's 
psyche. She struggled with self-doubt, anxiety, and a fear of failure that continued to 
haunt her. The scars of her prodigious childhood ran deep. 

As Emily grew older, she pursued her passions at her own pace. She still excelled, but now 
it was on her terms. The weight of others' expectations had been lifted, but the burden of 
her past lingered. She had to learn to forgive herself and find a way to live a life that was 
true to her own dreams and desires. 

 


