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Protecting Innocence 
Short Answer 
1. Why is Phoebe important to Holden? 

 

2. What does Holden’s dream of being “the catcher in the rye” tell us about his 
character? 

 

3. How does Phoebe show Holden that running away won’t solve his problems? 

 

4. Why is the carousel scene a turning point for Holden? 

 

5. What does Holden begin to understand about growing up by the end of the 
story? 

 


