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Rivals of Destiny: The Epic Punic Wars 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Punic Wars were pivotal in shaping the destinies of Rome 
and Carthage. Rome emerged as the dominant power in the 
Mediterranean, leading to its eventual transformation into an 
empire. Carthage, once a formidable rival, was reduced to 
ruins, marking the end of its existence as a major power. These 
conflicts had far-reaching consequences for the balance of 
power in the ancient world. 

2. Rome and Carthage employed different strategies and tactics 
during the Punic Wars. Rome relied on its disciplined legions and 
adapted by building a formidable navy in the First Punic War. 
Carthage, with its vast navy, sought to dominate the seas. 
Hannibal's audacious campaign in the Second Punic War, 
including crossing the Alps, demonstrated his tactical brilliance. 
Rome's strengths included its ability to adapt, while Carthage 
had a powerful navy and charismatic leaders. 

3. Hannibal's audacious campaign during the Second Punic War 
included his famous crossing of the Alps with his army and 
elephants. He won several stunning victories against the 
Romans, including the Battle of Cannae. His leadership and 
innovative tactics are defining aspects of his character. 

4. The defeat of Carthage in the Third Punic War marked the end 
of an era for the city-state. Carthage was besieged, captured, 
and destroyed by Rome, and its territory became a Roman 
province. The lesson to be drawn from this is the high cost of 
conflict and the potential for the complete destruction of once-
great civilizations. 

 

 

 

 


