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Unraveling 'The Great Gatsby': Purpose and 
Analysis 
"The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald is a 
timeless American classic that has captivated 
readers for generations. This novel is much more 
than a story of love and wealth; it carries deep 
themes and a purpose that make it a compelling 
work of literature.  

Analysis of 'The Grea t Gatsby' 

Set in the decadent 1920s, the novel explores the lives of the rich and the longing 
for the American Dream. The primary purpose of the work is to provide a critical 
commentary on the Jazz Age, its excesses, and the moral decay that 
accompanied the pursuit of materialism and success. 

Themes 

Several prominent themes run throughout the novel: 

• The American Dream: The novel explores the idea that anyone, regardless 
of their background, can achieve success and happiness in America. Jay 
Gatsby embodies this dream as he rises from humble beginnings to acquire 
wealth and host extravagant parties in the hope of winning back his lost 
love, Daisy Buchanan. 

• Wealth and Materialism: Fitzgerald scrutinizes the pursuit of wealth and the 
allure of material possessions. The characters in the story are often 
consumed by their desire for money, luxury, and social status. 

• Moral Decay: The novel exposes the moral decay of the upper class during 
the 1920s. Characters like Tom and Daisy Buchanan, Jordan Baker, and 
even Gatsby himself engage in questionable behavior, showing the 
corrupting influence of wealth and privilege. 

• Illusion vs. Reality: The story delves into the contrast between appearances 
and reality. Gatsby, in particular, presents a carefully crafted persona, 
masking his true self with an illusion of success and sophistication. 

Narrative Style 

Fitzgerald's use of first-person narration through the character Nick Carraway 
allows readers to gain insight into the lives and motivations of the other 
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characters. Nick acts as a neutral observer, providing readers with a moral 
perspective on the events and characters in the novel. 

Purpose of the Work 

"The Great Gatsby" serves several purposes: 

• Social Critique: It critiques the excesses and 
moral emptiness of the wealthy elite during the 
Roaring Twenties. Through its characters and 
events, the novel reveals the superficiality and 
corruption that can result from the pursuit of 
wealth.  

• Exploration of the American Dream: The novel explores the concept of the 
American Dream, both its potential for success and its potential for 
disillusionment. Gatsby's relentless pursuit of his dream reflects the optimism 
and tragedy associated with this ideal. 

• Character Study: The characters in the novel are complex and 
multifaceted, allowing readers to examine their motivations, flaws, and 
choices. This character study provides a deeper understanding of human 
nature and society. 

• Timeless Themes: "The Great Gatsby" addresses universal themes that 
remain relevant today, such as the desire for success, the allure of 
materialism, and the tension between illusion and reality. 

In conclusion, "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald is a powerful work of 
literature with a multi-layered purpose. It critiques the excesses of the Jazz Age, 
explores the American Dream, and offers a character-driven narrative that invites 
readers to reflect on the complexities of human nature and society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


