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Exploring the Purpose and Analysis of 'To Kill a Mockingbird' 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Racism has a devastating impact on characters like Tom 

Robinson, who is falsely accused and unjustly convicted, 

Mayella Ewell, who is trapped in poverty and abuse, and Boo 

Radley, who is isolated and misunderstood. It illustrates the 

systemic injustices they face. 

2. Scout evolves from a curious child to a more empathetic and 

understanding young girl through her experiences with racism, 

prejudice, and the guidance of her father, Atticus. She learns 

valuable lessons about justice and empathy. 

3. The novel encourages readers to empathize with Boo Radley by 

revealing his true nature as a kind and compassionate person, 

despite the rumors and misunderstandings surrounding him. This 

challenges readers to look beyond appearances. 

4. It is essential to continue reading and studying "To Kill a 

Mockingbird" because it provides timeless lessons about justice, 

empathy, and the consequences of racism and prejudice. 

These lessons are still relevant in today's society and can help 

foster understanding and social change. 

 

 

 

 

 


