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The Mighty Purse: Congress's Power of the Purse Strings 
Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What does the "power of the purse" refer to in the context of the United States 
government? 
a) The President's authority to allocate funds 
b) The authority of the judiciary to control government spending 
c) Congress's authority to control government spending and allocate funds 
d) The authority of state governments to set budgets 
 
2. Why is the "power of the purse" significant in the United States government? 
a) It allows the President to control government spending. 
b) It ensures that the judiciary has control over government finances. 
c) It enables Congress to control government spending and allocate funds, influencing 
policy and holding the executive branch accountable. 
d) It gives state governments the authority to set budgets for federal agencies. 
 
3. What is the federal budget, and who is responsible for creating it? 
a) The federal budget is a plan for state government spending, created by the President. 
b) The federal budget is a plan for local government spending, created by Congress. 
c) The federal budget is a plan for government spending at all levels, created by state 
legislatures. 
d) The federal budget is a plan for government spending at the national level, created 
by Congress. 
 
4. How can Congress use the "power of the purse" to influence government policy? 
a) By appointing judges to oversee government spending 
b) By holding hearings to investigate government agencies 
c) By refusing to allocate funds to specific programs or agencies 
d) By issuing executive orders to control spending 
 
5. What is the significance of Congress's ability to say "no" to spending proposals? 
a) It allows Congress to bypass the budgeting process. 
b) It gives the President complete control over government spending. 
c) It enables Congress to halt initiatives it disagrees with by refusing to allocate funds. 
d) It prevents Congress from exercising the "power of the purse." 
 

 


