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The Remarkable Achievements of the 
Qin Dynasty 
The Qin Dynasty, which ruled China from 221 

BCE to 206 BCE, was a pivotal period in Chinese 

history marked by significant achievements that 

left a lasting impact on the nation. In this 

passage, we will delve into the key 

accomplishments of the Qin Dynasty. 

Unified China 

One of the most remarkable achievements of the Qin Dynasty was the unification 

of China. Before the Qin Dynasty, China was divided into several warring states, 

each vying for power. Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty, 

embarked on a campaign to conquer and unify these states, thereby establishing 

the first imperial dynasty in Chinese history. 

Standardized Writing and Measurements 

The Qin Dynasty introduced standardization in various aspects of Chinese society. 

To promote administrative efficiency and communication, they standardized 

writing by adopting a uniform script. This script became the basis for the modern 

Chinese writing system. Additionally, the Qin Dynasty standardized weights, 

measures, and currency, making trade and taxation more consistent throughout 

the empire. 

Construction of the Great Wall 

The Great Wall of China, one of the most iconic structures in the world, was 

primarily built during the Qin Dynasty. Emperor Qin Shi Huang initiated the 

construction of the Great Wall as a defensive barrier against northern nomadic 

tribes. While the wall was expanded and rebuilt by subsequent dynasties, the Qin 

Dynasty laid its foundation, and it remains a symbol of China's rich history. 
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Terracotta Army 

The Qin Dynasty is renowned for the discovery of the Terracotta Army, a collection 

of thousands of life-sized clay soldiers, horses, and chariots buried with Emperor 

Qin Shi Huang to protect him in the afterlife. This remarkable archaeological find 

offers insights into the craftsmanship and military organization of the time. 

Legalism 

The Qin Dynasty embraced the philosophy of Legalism, which advocated strict 

adherence to laws and centralized control. Legalism played a significant role in 

shaping the governance and legal system of the dynasty. While it promoted 

discipline and order, it also resulted in harsh punishments for those who violated 

the law. 

Roads and Canals 

The Qin Dynasty initiated ambitious infrastructure projects, including the 

construction of roads and canals. These developments facilitated transportation, 

trade, and communication across the vast empire. The most notable project was 

the Lingqu Canal, which connected the Yangtze River and the Pearl River, 

improving regional connectivity. 

The Beginning of the Imperial Examination System 

The Qin Dynasty laid the groundwork for the imperial examination system, a 

system that later dynasties would expand and refine. This system allowed 

individuals to earn government positions based on their knowledge and merit 

rather than solely on noble birth. It played a pivotal role in China's civil service and 

governance for centuries to come. 

 

 

 


