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The Joyful Journey of Writing Implements: From Quills to Keyboards 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. To make a quill pen, one would select a suitable feather (often 

from a goose, swan, or crow) and carefully cut the tip to create 

a nib. The nib was then shaped to hold and distribute ink 

smoothly. To write, the quill pen was dipped into ink, and the 

writer could create beautiful manuscripts with intricate 

calligraphy. 

2. The invention of the pencil was significant because it allowed for 

more precise and smudge-free writing compared to earlier tools. 

It also eliminated the need for constant sharpening, as the 

graphite core could be extended by pushing the wooden 

casing. 

3. A writer in the 19th century might prefer using a fountain pen 

over a quill pen due to its convenience. Fountain pens 

eliminated the need for constant dipping in ink, allowing for 

continuous writing without interruptions. 

4. Writing implements have played a crucial role in human 

communication throughout history, from the earliest cave 

drawings to digital documents today. In the future, writing tools 

may continue to evolve with advancements in technology, 

offering new ways to express ideas and communicate. 

 

 

 


