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The Race to Mars 
Short Answer Questions 

 
1. Describe the unique design of Dr. Phineas Quirk's spacecraft for the race to 

Mars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What was Sandra Steele's approach to winning the race, and how did it 
differ from Dr. Quirk's approach? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What happened to Dr. Quirk's rubber duck spacecraft during the journey to 
Mars, and how did it impact the race? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Reflect on the significance of the race to Mars in terms of space exploration 
and scientific advancement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How might Dr. Quirk's vow to return to Mars in a more conventional 
spacecraft set the stage for future space adventures? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


