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The Race to Mars 
Open Ended Questions Answers 

 
 
 

1. The story highlights the theme of competition and innovation, as the rivalry 
between MarsXplorer and RedRocket Inc. led to creative and 
unconventional approaches to space exploration. This competition 
encouraged out-of-the-box thinking and pushed the boundaries of what 
was considered possible in space travel. 

 
 
 

2. The role of humor and absurdity in the story is evident through the design of 
Dr. Quirk's rubber duck spacecraft, which added a lighthearted and 
humorous element to the race. This unique design served as a reminder that 
even in serious scientific endeavors, there is room for creativity and 
whimsy. 

 
 
 

3. The story demonstrates that unconventional ideas and approaches can lead 
to unexpected outcomes, both positive and humorous. In the real world, 
innovation often comes from thinking outside the box and challenging 
established norms. Creative and unconventional ideas can pave the way for 
groundbreaking discoveries and advancements. 

 
 
 

4. The race to Mars highlights the importance of perseverance and the ability 
to adapt to unexpected challenges. Sandra Steele's determination, coupled 
with her willingness to face unforeseen obstacles, ultimately led to her 
victory. This serves as a valuable lesson in the face of adversity, showing 
that determination and adaptability are key to overcoming challenges in 
scientific pursuits. 

 
 
 
 


