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Unveiling the Magic of Radiologic 
Technologists: Capturing the Invisible 
Do you ever wonder how doctors get a glimpse inside 
our bodies to diagnose illnesses and injuries? Enter the 
world of Radiologic Technologists (Rad Techs)! In this 
reading passage, we'll embark on an exciting journey to 
explore the life of a Radiologic Technologist, uncovering 
the education and skills required, and discovering what 
a typical workday looks like. 

What is a Radiologic Technologist? 

A Radiologic Technologist, often referred to as a Rad Tech, is a healthcare 
professional with a unique skillset that allows them to create images of the inside 
of the human body using various imaging equipment. These images are crucial 
for diagnosing and treating medical conditions. 

Education and Skills Required 

Becoming a Radiologic Technologist involves specialized training and specific 
skills. Here's what it takes: 

• Education: Rad Techs typically complete a two-year associate's degree 
program in Radiologic Technology. Some may choose to pursue a 
bachelor's degree for advanced opportunities. The educational program 
includes coursework and clinical training. 

• Certification: After completing their education, Rad Techs often seek 
certification through organizations like the American Registry of Radiologic 
Technologists (ARRT). Certification demonstrates their competence in the 
field. 

• Skills: Rad Techs need a blend of technical and interpersonal skills. They 
must be skilled in operating radiologic equipment, but also have excellent 
communication, empathy, and problem-solving abilities. 

• Radiation Safety: Rad Techs are trained in radiation safety to ensure the 
well-being of patients and themselves while using ionizing radiation for 
imaging. 

A Day in the Life of a Radiologic Technologist 

Now, let's step into the world of a Rad Tech and explore what their typical 
workday looks like: 
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• Patient Interaction: Rad Techs start their day by welcoming patients and 
explaining the imaging procedure. They ensure patients are comfortable 
and address any concerns. 

• Preparation: They prepare the imaging equipment and position patients 
correctly to obtain clear images. Rad Techs also shield patients from 
unnecessary radiation exposure. 

• Imaging: Rad Techs operate various 
imaging machines, such as X-ray, CT 
scanners, or MRI machines, to capture 
images of specific body parts as 
requested by physicians. 

• Quality Assurance: They review the 
images to ensure they are of high quality 
and accurately capture the area of 
interest. 

• Documentation: Rad Techs maintain detailed records of each patient's 
imaging procedure, including the type of exam performed and any 
relevant medical history. 

• Radiation Safety: Rad Techs follow strict safety protocols to minimize 
radiation exposure for both patients and themselves. 

• Collaboration: They collaborate with radiologists, physicians, and other 
healthcare professionals to provide accurate images for diagnosis and 
treatment planning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


