
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Ray Bourque: The Legacy of a Hockey Legend 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Ray Bourque's numerous Norris Trophy wins are significant because they 

reflect his impact on the game as one of the greatest defensemen in NHL 

history. These awards recognize his exceptional defensive and offensive 

abilities, highlighting his consistency and dominance in the league. 

Bourque's wins of the Norris Trophy multiple times underscore his influence 

on the position of defenseman and set him apart as a role model for 

aspiring players. 

2. Ray Bourque's pursuit of the Stanley Cup was a central narrative of his 

career. Finally winning it in his final NHL season was an emotional and 

significant moment. It symbolized the fulfillment of his lifelong dream and 

the ultimate validation of his remarkable career. The impact was felt not 

only by Bourque but also by fans worldwide, as they celebrated his long-

awaited championship victory. 

3. Ray Bourque's style of play and dedication to the game set an example for 

future generations of hockey players. He was known for his incredible work 

ethic, leadership on and off the ice, and selfless commitment to team 

success. Aspiring defensemen looked up to him not only for his skills but also 

for his character and sportsmanship. Bourque's legacy as a role model 

extended far beyond his playing days, inspiring young players to strive for 

excellence in all aspects of the game. 

4. Ray Bourque's early involvement in hockey, influenced by his father, 

shaped his passion and skill development. His father's coaching and 

mentorship provided him with a strong foundation in the sport. This early 

exposure instilled in Bourque a deep love for hockey and a drive to 

continuously improve. It also emphasized the importance of fundamentals 

and hard work, which became integral to his success in the NHL. 

 


